
N O T I C E S

DEANERY SYNOD
Synod last met on Tuesday, 16  September at Holy Rood
Packington.  The Revd Lesley Birtwistle led worship with
readings, hymns and prayer.  Special thanks to Holy Rood
for the refreshments after the meeting.  Revd Gill was also
presented with a voucher and card as a retirement gift.

th

The next Deanery Synod will be on Wednesday, 3
December at St David’s, Broom Leys.  Please speak to your
reps if you would like anything raised at that meeting.

rd

Welcome to the CHRISTMAS edition of the Deanery News, 

Advent a Time of Hope
The season of advent is one in which we prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ at Christmas. There are of course many
signs that Christmas is fast approaching, houses are beginning to be decorated, and up and down the country in our towns
and villages Christmas lights are being turned on. Then we have the television, it would seem that every advert on our TV’s
is trying their very best to get us to spend our hard-earned cash on their products. It would seem that the secular world
wants us to spend, spend, spend.
Well, Advent is not about the latest John Lewis advert and spending money that we may well not have. It is, however, a time
of preparing and waiting, as we prepare for the birth of the Holy Child, we should look out for his signs. Where is God at
work and how can we join in. Perhaps then as we begin Advent, we must also let go of the past, as we prepare for the future.
Advent must be more then opening windows on a calendar, it is a season of change, letting go, and looking to a future that
is not yet clear or known. 
Perhaps, we also need vindicating from the past year, letting go of all the baggage that we might have picked up since last
Christmas. Making amends for the wrongs that we have done, saying sorry for the things we know we have done wrong and
asking forgiveness from the people we may have hurt over the last year. Saying sorry so that we can be ready to meet him
who has forgiven us our own sins.
 Advent must be a time in which we search out the Holy One, Emmanuelle, looking for his signs.
 To see where he has been at work in the last year, to see where God has been busy and then preparing to 
join in with him. A task that would take a lot of faith and courage sometimes. So, friends I urge you to 
use this Advent season to sit and wait, to look out for his signs and to be ready to join in with the work 
that God has already started.

Blessings,
Revd Darren Walker, Area Dean
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PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS
If you have not already done so, please
could you send a copy of your offer for

2026 to Noreen Mewies.



ST DENYS IBSTOCK

On the 11th of November - Armistice
Day - students (some of whom are

cadets or scouts) and staff from Ibstock
School, having held a service at

11.00am at the War Memorial near the
school, walked down to St. Denys

Church, Ibstock for a special Armistice
Service. They were joined by parents
and visitors. Organised by Mr. Brook

Foulsham, Teacher of Humanities there
were readings by the students and

hymns. A wreath was laid on the British
Legion Altar and Remembrance Crosses
put on 7 Commonwealth War Graves in
the Churchyard. It is hoped this will be

an annual event.

LAITY MEETINGS

We are taking a break from holding these meetings, but
if your church would like to host in the future then

please do get in touch with Noreen or Avril.  
Thank you.

Revd Laura Jackson
Laura and Andrew Jackson arrived in July 2022 for a three year contract to
serve the Parish of Hugglescote, with Ellistown, Donington-le-Heath and
Snibston. The Parish had been in interregnum for three years, throughout the
Covid period. Laura immediately showed her energy and enthusiasm and
above all her encouragement for others to fulfil their own vocations and
ministry.
Throughout her time with us, Laura has preached her message of God’s love for
each and every one of us. She has used her skills working with children, young
people and families to benefit the existing work with schools. Under Laura’s
leadership, the Parish has maintained and grown its faithful witness to God’s
love with a strong programme of worship, fellowship and discipleship.
Despite all the uncertainties surrounding the future, the Parish has thrived
during Laura’s time. It is fitting that our last few services with Laura will include
Baptisms and a Confirmation service. We pray that we will be able to sustain
our mission and growth going forward.
We were saddened for Laura that family commitments meant she moved to
part-time ministry for her last year with us and that she has now decided to
retire to spend more time with the family. We pray that she will be able to give
the family the care and support they need and are grateful to Andrew and all
Laura’s family for their support for her ministry during her time with us. We
hope that this will allow Laura to continue to thrive and that the next part of
God’s call to her will become clear – we are sure that whatever it is that God is
calling her to will be wonderful.
The Parish thanks Laura for all that she has given us during her brief time with
us, we all wish that it could have been longer. We will pray that we can live up
to her expectations and hopes for us going forward.

Rachel Elliott

O Wisdom come and save your
creation from evil.

O Adonai come and save your world
from warfare and terror.

O root of Jesse come and save your
children from captivity.

O key of David come and save your
image from darkness.

O morning star come and save your
church from error.

O King of the nations come and save
your loved ones from weakness.

O Emmanuel come and save your
redeemed ones from death.

Rachel Elliott

SONGS AT CHRISTMAS
Packington Community Choir rehearses in Holy

Rood Church Packington but, whilst several    

church folk are members, it is what it says on

the label, and all adults from the village and the

local area are welcome to attend – you just 

need to enjoy singing! Aimee Harrison, the director, makes

each session fun but at the same time she skillfully

produces the best from us, with the result that

performances are of high quality. I have explained in a

previous issue that our church 

is facing bills of sizeable proportions for various essential

works, and the Community Choir is being very supportive in

helping to boost our funds. On Thursday the 18  December
at 7pm in St John’s Church, Donisthorpe they are delivering

a programme of Christmas Songs and, whilst there is no

entry fee, donations will be taken on the door. The monies

raised will be divided between MacMillan Nurses and Holy

Rood Church Restoration Fund. Come and immerse yourself

in some joyful music – you will be most welcome!

th

Lesley Birtwistle



Quick Guide to What’s On Around
the Deanery this CHRISTMAS

(see flyers page for more details)

Saturday 22  November 11am - 2pm Christmas Fayre at St Denys Ibstocknd

Tuesday 25  November 7.30pm Heritage Talks at St Helens Ashbyth

Saturday 29  November 11am Christmas Craft Fair at Hugglescote Community Centreth

Saturday 29  November 10am - 3pm Christmas Tree Festival at St John the Baptist Church Whitwickth

Saturday 29  November 7pm Christmas Concert at St Denys Ibstockth

Friday 5  December 7pm Carols by Candlelight at Staunton Harold Churchth

Friday 5  December 6.30pm Carols Around the Tree at St Andrews Thringstoneth

Friday 5  December 7pm Ibstock Community Choir Concert at St Denys Ibstockth

Saturday 6  December 10am - 1pm Christmas Fair at St Davids Broom Leysth

Saturday 6  December 10am - 2pm AYFC Crackerteria at Ashby Baptist Churchth

Sunday 7  December 4pm Christingle at Holy Rood Packingtonth

Thursday 11  December to Monday 5  January Christmas Tree Festival at th th

St Matthew’s Church Worthington
Saturday 13  December 6pm Carols on the Green at Breedonth

Sunday 14  December 10am Toy Service at Holy Rood Packingtonth

Sunday 14  December 3pm - 4pm Christingle Service at St Matthew’s Worthingtonth

Tuesday 16  December 10am - 10.45am Worthington School Christmas Service at St Matthewsth

Thursday 18  December 6.15pm Carol Singing around the village of Breedonth

Thursday 18  December 7pm Packington Community Choir at St Johns Donisthorpeth

Friday 19  December 7pm Brass Band Concert at St Davids Broom Leysth

Saturday 20  December 4pm Lantern Trail & Carol Service at Breedonth

Sunday 21  December 10.30am - 11.30am Service of Communion and Carols at St Matthewsst

Sunday 21  December 6pm Carol Service at St Davids Broom Leysst

Monday 22  December 7pm Carols at the Hollybush Breedonnd

Christmas Eve 2.30pm - 4pm Carols Among the Christmas Trees at St Matthews
Christmas Eve 4pm Christingle at St Davids Broom Leys

Christmas Day 10am Christmas Day Morning Worship at Breedon Priory Church
New Years Day 11.30am - 2pm Readings & poems followed by lunch at Holy Rood Packington

Regular Meetings
Saturday Foodbank - every Saturday 10-12 noon at
St Stephens Woodville

St Helens Church & Heritage Centre Ashby - Fridays
2pm - 4pm - Warm Hearted Space - tea and cakes,
soup, games and play area for young children

St Andrews Thringstone - Thursdays 10am - 12 noon
- Open Church - coffee, cake and chat.

St Matthews Worthington - Thursdays 10am -
11.15am - Cafe Church

St Davids Broom Leys  Sunday 23  November, 25
January, 22  February & 22  March -The 6pm
Gathering - Worship with contemporary songs,
prayer and teaching

rd th

nd nd

Christ Church Coalville - Tuesdays in the Church Hall
10am - 12 noon Camerados Coffee Morning

Christ Church Coalville Tuesdays in the Church Hall
2pm - 4pm Caring Cafe - a quiet, peaceful
environment.  Bring your friends and make new ones

Christ Church Coalville - Mondays in the Church Hall
12noon - 2.15pm - tea, cake and chat at Monday Mums
Club

Holy Rood Packington Coffee Morning - 4
Wednesday of every month 10am to 12noon

th

Hastings Hall, The Heritage Centre at St Helen’s
Ashby We’re In Stitches Drop In & Chat - The first
Wednesday of every month 2pm - 4pm



The Revd Darren Walker, Area Dean : 
revdarrenwalker@gmail.com

Noreen Mewies, Lay Chair : 
laychair@nwldeanery.org.uk

Avril Roberts, Deanery Secretary :
secretary@nwldeanery.org.uk

Thank you to everyone who has sent in content this
time.  The next edition, the Spring newsletter, will be
coming out in March 2026.  

Avril
Deanery Secretary

A Reflection for the Festive Season
Heavenly Father,

As we gather together during this joyful Christmas season, we
pause to give thanks for the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ,

whose message of hope, love, and peace continues to inspire
the world.

We pray for families and friends, both near and far, that your
blessings may surround them with warmth and harmony. May

our homes be filled with laughter, good cheer, and the spirit
of giving.

Let us remember those who are lonely, those who mourn, and
those who are struggling at this time. May they find comfort,

companionship, and renewed hope in the love that Christmas
brings.

Grant us hearts of generosity and kindness, that we may
share our blessings with others and reach out to those in

need. Stir within us a sense of gratitude for all we have and
help us to spread joy wherever we go.

Guide us through the coming year with faith and courage, so
that we may walk in your light and bring peace to our

communities and to the world.

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, whose coming we
celebrate with gladness. 

Amen.






